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      Heather M. Snyder, Ph.D., is Senior Director of Medical and Scientific Operations at the Alzheimer’s 

Association. Dr. Snyder manages the Association's International Research Grant Program, through 
which the Association funds research around the world. She oversees the Association’s relationship 
with the leading disease journal in clinical neurology, Alzheimer’s & Dementia: The Journal of the 
Alzheimer’s Association, and its two companion open access journals. She is responsible for 
implementing the Alzheimer’s Association Women’s Alzheimer’s Research Initiative and leads the 
Association’s efforts to understand the role of vascular factors in Alzheimer's and dementia. 
 
Dr. Snyder earned a Ph.D. from Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine, and a 
bachelor’s degree in Biology and Religious Studies from The University of Virginia. 
 

 
Session title: Advances in Alzheimer’s and Dementia Research: A Global Perspective  
  
 
Summary: This presentation will highlight the latest advances in Alzheimer's and dementia research, 
with a focus on early detection, the pipeline of emerging clinical trials, and what we understand 
today about risk.  In addition, we will discuss on-going prevention initiatives.   
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Laura D. Baker, PhD is Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, Neurology, and Public Healt 

     Sciences. She is a national leader in the areas of cognitive aging, and lifestyle interventions to 
prevent cognitive decline, Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.  

 
      Dr. Baker has been an investigator of over 50 clinical trials focused on aging and Alzheimer’s disease 

progression, treatment, and prevention, and has helped lead many large national studies in older 
adults who are at increased risk of cognitive impairment. One of these trials that is testing whether 
exercise is ‘medicine’ to slow cognitive decline in adults with mild cognitive impairment – referred to 
as “EXERT” – is being conducted right here in the Triangle.  
 

      Dr. Baker is the lead Principal Investigator of the new large national study fully supported by the 
Alzheimer’s Association that will test whether lifestyle modification can protect brain health in older 
adults who are at increased risk for Alzheimer’s disease. This study, referred to as U.S. POINTER, is rolling 
out in our own state and in 4 other regions around the U.S. 
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Associate Professor of Medicine, 
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Lidia Tagliafierro, PhD 
PostDoctoral Associate, Department of Neurology 
Duke University, North Carolina 
 
     
Dr. Lidia Tagliafierro is a Postdoctoral Associate in Dr. Chiba-Falek lab in the Department of Neurology 
at Duke University Medical Center. She received her PhD in Cell Biochemistry and her master’s 
degree in Biology of Reproduction and Differentiation from the University of Napoli “Federico II” in 
Italy. Dr. Tagliafierro research focuses on examining genetic factors and molecular mechanisms 
underlying neurodegenerative diseases, in particular Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), related dementia, 
and Lewy Body Spectrum disorders. Using human induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (hiPSCs)-derived 
models, she is exploring the role of the different ApoE genotypes on phenotypic consequences 
related to the aging and nuclear architecture. Her approach on examining the role of ApoE in 
nuclear integrity and chromatin remodeling is conceptually innovative. Dr. Tagliafierro has been 
recently awarded for the Alzheimer’s Association Research Fellowship.    
   
Session Title: ApoE, Alzheimer’s and Aging: discover the triple A is hiPSC-derived models 
   
Summary:  Back in 1993, scientists were excited about a novel association of ApoE with Late Onset 
Alzheimer’s Disease (LOAD). However, the mechanistic links between ApoE isoforms, LOAD, and 
aging remain elusive. In my talk, I will explore the effects of the different APOE genotypes on 
phenotypic consequences related to aging on pathology-relevant cells using engineered-stem cells 
isogenic for ApoE.   
 
Lidia Tagliafierro, Ph.D.  
PostDoc  
Bryan Research Building 
Duke University 
Department of Neurology 
311 Research Drive, 27710 Durham (NC) 
 
Mobile (+1) 919-260-5342  
lidia.tagliafierro@duke.edu 
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S-H Jerry Wang, M.D, Assistant Professor of Pathology, Duke University Medical Center 
 
 
Dr. Wang received his MD from National Taiwan University and PhD in Neuroscience from Johns 
Hopkins University, where he studied the molecular mechanisms of synapse development and neural 
circuitry refinement. He received his residency training in anatomic pathology and neuropathology 
fellowship at Columbia University Medical Center. He is currently Assistant Professor of Pathology at 
Duke University Medical Center and director of the Kathleen Price Bryan Brain Bank. His current 
research focuses on mechanisms of ageing and neurodegeneration. 
  
 
Session Title: Brain donation for Alzheimer’s disease research: experience from the Kathleen Price 
Bryan Brain Bank at Duke University 
  
 
Summary: Postmortem brain tissue from brain donations are a major driving force for Alzheimer’s 
disease research. This presentation will introduce audiences to the basics of brain banking and 
research activities at Duke University. 
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Assistant Professor of Pathology 
Duke University Medical Center 
40 Duke Medicine Circle 
Room 214MA, Duke South 
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 Juan Song, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pharmacology and Neuroscience Center 
Associate Director of Neuroscience Curriculum 
 
 
 Juan Song is Assistant Professor in the Department of Pharmacology at UNC-Chapell Hill and Primary 
Member of the Neuroscience Center.  Dr. Song was a graduate student and research assistant at 
UC-Berkeley for six years, earning a Ph.D. in Neuroscience in 2007.  As a post-doctoral fellow at Johns 
Hopkins University from 2007 to 2013, she studied how neural stem cells create new neurons and how 
these new neurons contribute to specific brain functions.  Building on that work, Dr. Song leads a 
research team at UNC investigating how the healthy adult brain regenerates and how to apply the 
principles of neurogenesis to new investigations into potential treatments for neurological disorders 
and brain injuries.  Among her many awards and honors, Dr. Song has received an American Heart 
Association Award and, most recently,  the Hettleman Prize for Artistic and Scholarly Achievement by 
Young Faculty in November of 2018.  She has published articles in such journals as Cell, Nature, and 
The Journal of Neuroscience. 
 
Session Title: Targeting neural circuits for treating Alzheimer’s disease 
  
Summary: Alzheimer’s disease (AD) is a progressive loss of memory and cognition, for which there is 
no cure. Although genetic studies initially suggested a primary role for amyloid-β (Aβ) in Alzheimer’s 
disease, treatment strategies targeted at reducing Aβ have failed to reverse cognitive symptoms. A 
growing understanding of cognitive impairment in AD suggests that alterations at the genetic and 
cellular levels contribute to circuit dysfunction, which affects long-range network connectivity. By 
restoring these connections and the circuit- and cellular-level processes that support them, it might 
be possible to reverse memory loss. Therefore, identification of vulnerable networks and susceptibility 
nodes within them may provide clues to the origins and progression of AD. I will talk about our recent 
findings on a long-range septo-hippocampal inhibitory network that is deficient in mouse models of 
AD, and the strategies we take to manipulate this network to treat AD associated pathology and 
symptoms. 
  
Juan Song, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pharmacology and Neuroscience Center 
Associate Director of Neuroscience Curriculum 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599 
juansong@email.unc.edu 
510-316-9729 (cell) 
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Peggye Dilworth-Anderson, PhD 
Professor of Health Policy and Management 
Gillings School of Global Public Health 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
 
   

 Dr. Dilworth-Anderson’s areas of expertise include family caregiving to dementia patients, minority aging and 
health, and chronic disease management in cultural context.  Her overall research focus is on health disparities 
with an emphasis on building knowledge about translating and disseminating information on chronic diseases 
in medically underserved populations.  Her current research includes collaborating with international 
colleagues on a project related to building community capacity to address Alzheimer’s disease and care.  
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Professor, Health Policy and Management 
Gillings School of Global Public Health 
1102-D McGavran-Greenberg Hall, CB# 7411 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
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Voice Mail: (919) 966-8138 or (919) - 843-2494 
Fax: (919) 966-6961 
E-mail: dilworth@email.unc.edu 
  
 

PEGGYE DILWORTH-ANDERSON, PHD
Professor, Health Policy and Management
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Sarah Cohen, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Cell Biology and Physiology 
University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill  
 
Sarah Cohen completed her BSc and PhD degrees at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, 
Canada. She then trained at the National Institutes of Health, before starting her lab in the 
Department of Cell Biology and Physiology at UNC in October 2017. 
 
 
Session Title: Lipid transport in the brain in health and disease 
  
Summary: The ApoE4 allele is the biggest genetic risk factor for developing late onset Alzheimer’s 
disease. ApoE is highly expressed in astrocytes and is a key component of lipoprotein particles, which 
transport lipids from astrocytes to neurons. We are studying how ApoE regulates lipid metabolism in 
astrocytes, as well as lipid transport from astrocytes to neurons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Cohen 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Cell Biology and Physiology 
111 Mason Farm Rd. 
4309A MBRB 
Campus Box 7545 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599 
  
Office phone: 919.962.9871 
Lab phone: 919.445.1174 
email: sarahcoh@med.unc.edu 
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Assistant Professor
Department of Cell Biology and Physiology
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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         THE PACE 

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER

Wake AHEC is part of the  
North Carolina AHEC Program 

PLEASE JOIN US  
FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT  

 A conference for healthcare professionals  
and members of our community affected by  

Alzheimer’s and related disorders.

REGISTRATION OPENS 
MARCH 1, 2019 

04.26.2019  |  8:00am -3:30pm

ONE ELEVEN PLACE 
111 Realtors Way, Cary, NC 27513

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT ALZ.ORG/NC OR CALL 800.272.3900


